
 

 

December Tasting Fulham 09.12.25 
 
 
Tonight’s tasting features all new arrivals, many scooped up in our own van on last month’s trips to Champagne, 
Burgundy and Germany. 
 

about us 
A wine shop for over 100 years, sited in a former Victorian pharmacy in Clifton Road W9. We import our entire 
range ourselves from small family-run wineries across France, Italy, Spain and California - wines and 
champagnes you won’t find anywhere else in the country. We are also well-known for our wide selection of 
New Wave dry wines from Germany - the largest range in the UK. In 2020 we opened a second branch in 
Fulham. We hold free monthly tastings open to all. 
 
 

sparkling  
Champagne Tradition Brut, Verrier (Champagne/France) 38.99 
In the depths of a frigid February south of Reims and Epernay in 2022, we stumbled across a new Champagne. 
Étoges is a small village just south of the Côte des Blancs, with a rather grand Château - now a hotel, complete 
with brasserie, restaurant and moat. That chilly night, the brasserie was open and we ordered a bottle of 
Champagne Verrier Tradition Brut. It was good - very good - a blend of 75% Pinot Meunier, 5% Pinot Noir and 
20% Chardonnay. When we were next passing, we visited Emmanuel Verrier to taste the entire range and load 
up the van. 
 

white 
Sancerre 2024, Didier Raimbault (Loire/France) 27.99 
Sancerre and Pouilly-Fumé, at the eastern end of the Loire valley, are the neighbouring spiritual homes of 
Sauvignon Blanc. Sancerre is on the Left Bank of the river, Pouilly-sur-Loire on the Right. Both villages sit on 
a chalk formation that runs north through Chablis and Champagne up to the white cliffs of Dover and the North 
Downs in Surrey. Raimbaults have made wine here since the 1600s and today there are many Raimbaults dotted 
around the various wine-growing villages to the east of the town of Sancerre. Didier and Isabelle Raimbault are 
our favourites. They make three excellent Sancerre whites across two soil types; Caillottes (gravel and marl) 
and Terres Blanches (chalk). 
Gently grassy, classy Sancerre picked from both soils, vinified separately and blended before bottling. Never 
over-blown. Clear, lean and refreshing - all melon, nettles and the merest hint of cut grass. 
 
Bernkastel Riesling trocken 2023, Wegeler (Mosel/Germany) 28.99 
Wegeler is an estate in the unusual and enviable position of having wineries in two top locations: the heart of 
the Rheingau and the heart of the Mosel. People with long memories or those interested in German wine trade 
history may remember the name Deinhard. The estate in Bernkastel-Kues was co-owned by the Deinhard and 
Wegeler families until the 1990s, when the energetic, suave Tom Drieseberg and his wife Anja Wegeler, bought 
the Deinhards out, including top vineyard holdings in the ridiculously steep Bernkasteler Doctor and the 
Wehlener Sonnenuhr. Tom and his wife retired during Covid and the baton has been handed to Ralf Frenzel, a 
well-known publisher of books and magazines about Food and Wine in the German speaking world. Other than 
management, the team remains the same.  
It is always a pleasure to visit Norbert Breit at the Wegeler cellar in Bernkastel-Kues. Norbert has single-
handedly run the Mosel estate since 1995. We love his wine-making style - quintessential Mosel: ethereal, 
infused with slate minerality and a bewitching lightness. That said, this village-level Bernkasteler has been more 
open-throated and expressive in recent years.  
 



 

 

red 
Bourgogne Côte d’Or 2023, Guillemot (Burgundy/France) 33.99 
Three generations of the Guillemot family live in (or just off) the village square in Savigny-les-Beaune, north 
of Beaune. When we visited them first in 2011, grandmother, mother and grandsons were bottling and packing 
cases while father Pierre was scrambling here and there to prepare everything for the imminent, early harvest. 
Grandfather was having a lie-down. Grandson Philippe, then fresh out of the local wine college (the Lycée 
Viticole in Beaune), took us through the entire line up and we have been buying from them ever since. The 
Guillemot family make fragrant, pure, unfiltered Pinot Noir - mainly Savigny-les-Beaune and some Corton. 
 
Palpito Toscana Rosso 2022, La Colombina (Tuscany/Italy) 21.99 
We visited Fabrizio Pecciarini and his father Alamiro in early 2016 and have shipped their wines frequently 
since. Fabrizio has a voice so low (not in volume but in frequency) it is almost outside the audible range of 
modern telephony. Alamiro is good at everything he does. He started as an electrical engineer in Florence. An 
early adopter of microchips, he made the first self-service petrol pump. Then, after a stint in a brick-making 
company, he bought an agricultural supply shop in Montalcino. This morphed into winemaking supplies – tanks 
and barrels and so on. In parallel, Anna Maria (Fabrizio’s mother) and her side of the family had concentrated 
on olive oil until 1984, when there was a terrible frost which decimated their olive groves. Although that was 
the moment when Alamiro and Anna Maria decided to get into viticulture, it took them until 1997 to bottle their 
own wines as La Colombina. The wines are delicious. Supple and sumptuous. In addition to the serious Brunello 
and Rosso di Montalcino, Fabrizio and his father make this delightful red called Palpito – a juicy blend of 
Sangiovese, Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon. 
 
Château Martinet Saint-Émilion Grand Cru 2019 (Bordeaux/France) 29.99 
The de Lavaux family co-own several Châteaux on the Merlot-heavy Right Bank in various appellations centred 
around Saint-Émilion. With offices on the Quai in Libourne overlooking the Dordogne, this all sounds very 
grand, and yet what we found was a very down-to-earth family, driving beaten-up cars and making classic, 
traditional Bordeaux - a welcome relief after days of tasting Saint-Émilions that were so oaky it was like licking 
timber. François de Lavaux’s daughter Inez and son Axel took over the family’s portfolio many years ago. The 
dashing Axel moved into, and has been concentrating on, Château Martinet. The Château is physically in the 
town of Libourne, the western edge of the Saint-Émilion appellation. Over the past century the town has 
expanded and gobbled up everything around the estate. It’s amazing to peel off the main road, go up the rather 
grand tree-lined driveway and see an 18th century Château. The vineyard is behind the Château and you can see 
the town of Libourne pressed against every edge – the school, La Poste’s sorting office and some low-rise 
apartment blocks. The soil the vines sit on is Grand Cru. We shouldn’t be so surprised to see the juxtaposition 
– after all, Château Haut-Brion, one of Bordeaux’s most famous estates is also ring-fenced by city. 
 

sweet 
Loupiac 2018, Château Roumaud (Bordeaux/France) ORGANIC 19.99 
Loupiac sits across the river Garonne from the much better-known Barsac and Sauternes, southeast of the city 
of Bordeaux, an area much prized for its sweet wines. Autumnal morning mist forms between the Garonne and 
its tributary the Ciron, which (ideally) burns off by the middle of the day, leaving a bright or sunny afternoon. 
These are perfect conditions for the appearance of Noble Rot (Botrytis Cinerea, a fungus occasionally found on 
ripe grapes Pourriture Noble French, Edelfäule German). A bunch of grapes affected by botrytis is not 
something you would instinctively think of putting in your mouth. They are shrivelled and decaying with an 
unappetising grey shroud. What the Botrytis does is dry out the grape, concentrating the sugars, the acidity, the 
extract - effectively turbocharging the flavours and adding fascinating layers of complexity. Apricots, nuts, 
honeycomb, beeswax, marmalade and also earthy notes of truffle.  
Château Roumaud’s 2018 has an alluring nose, all peaches and honey. It is sweet and viscous, with a touch 
more fluidity than Sauternes or Barsac.  
  
LUNAR CALENDAR OBSERVERS –today (from 11.00h) is a Fruit Day. 
 
Our next tasting will also be at The Winery Fulham on Monday 26th January. 
 
Join us for our Monthly Tastings mailinglist@thewineryuk.com 
The Winery, 4 Clifton Road, London W9 The Winery, 797 Fulham Road SW6 5HD 

www.thewineryuk.com info@thewineryuk.com 
 

 
 


