
 

 

May Tasting Fulham 20.05.26 
 

about us 
What do you get when you visit our wine shops? Delicious hand-picked wines you can’t find anywhere else in 
the UK. How come? We seek out and find smaller wine makers around Europe – France, Italy, Spain and 
Germany (the largest range of German New Wave wines in the UK), complemented by a select few from 
California. We bring them into the country ourselves, and house them in our 100 year-old shop in Little Venice, 
and its ‘younger sister’ shop in Fulham, for you to discover. 
 

sparkling 
Royal Riesling Sekt Brut, Walter (Mosel/Germany) 20.99 
The Mosel is a stunningly beautiful, slate-sided valley that loops from Luxembourg through Trier up to Koblenz 
where it joins the Rhine. The vineyards are punishingly steep, dangerous and time-consuming to work. But the 
results are definitely worth it. Germany is Riesling’s spiritual home.  
Gerrit Walter was an intern at The Winery in the summer of 2009 and his excellent dry Mosel Riesling has 
become a fixture on The Winery shelves for a decade and a half. It is our top-selling dry Riesling and one of 
our top-selling whites regardless of origin. For many, it has been their introduction to the magic of dry Riesling. 
Here is his generous, mouth-filling Sekt. Ripe and opulent: the perfect opener for an evening. 
 

white 
Desconcierto Rías Baixas Albariño 2024, Cambados Urban Winery (Galicia/Spain) 24.99 
When we were last in Spain, it was extremely hot and dry everywhere we went. Until, that is, we arrived in 
Galicia. There’s a reason why it’s so green there. It rains. Frequently. Some might say constantly. We went to 
visit Antonio Galiñanes of CUW, Cambados Urban Winery, the heart of Rías Baixas on the Atlantic coast, the 
spiritual home of Albariño. Antonio showed us his small parcels of vines, all very close to water. One directly 
on the sea front, another directly on the Río Umia estuary. He currently has just 2.2 hectares (tiny!) with another 
0.7 plot on the way. The first vintage of his wine, Desconcierto Rías Baixas, was 2015. The 2024 is lean and 
fresh with a whisper of sea air.  
 
Côtes de Provence Blanc 2022, Mauvan (Provence/France) 18.99 
Gaëlle Maclou’s Domaine Mauvan was our go-to Provençal Rosé ever since we found her wine in the wilting 
40C heat of summer 2012. Much of our shortlisting work was done in the (thankfully) cool Côtes de Provence 
Sainte-Victoire Vinothèque in the town of Trets. Our clear winner was Mauvan. 30 minutes later, with the 
stunning, long, ridge-like Mont Sainte-Victoire as backdrop, we were tasting the full range. Gaëlle’s grandfather 
started the estate in the 1950s. It was mixed farming; mainly cereal, fruit and a few vines. Gaëlle, a qualified 
Enologist, took over the domain 30 years ago, stripped out the cereal production and has concentrated on wine 
ever since. Unfortunately, after 2024, when she lost pretty much her entire crop to frost, she decided not to bottle 
her own wines and sell her grapes to neighbours. These are the very last bottles of her light, fresh, gently fragrant 
white from 100% Rolle, otherwise known as Vermentino.  
 
Nonnberg Riesling trocken 2024, Flick (Rheingau/Germany) ORGANIC/VEGAN 25.99 
Reiner Flick lives in a renovated 13th-century mill in the village of Wicker. It is part of the east end of the 
Rheingau next to Hochheim where the River Main meets the Rhine. Wine has been in the Flick family since 
1775. Reiner is well-known at The Winery as the maker of Victoriaberg, formerly Queen Victoria’s favourite 
wine. 
The entire Wickerer Nonnberg belongs to Reiner. Nonnberg (Nun’s hill) is on the hill at the edge of the village 
and overlooks his home and winery. There’s a sandstone statue of a nun in one corner, the original Abbess of 
the monastery which owned the vineyard in the late 1200s. Reiner has worked hard with the chalky, clay soil 
and has introduced mixed flowers, grasses and herbs between the rows of vines. His Nonnberg always produces 
impressive Riesling with intense minerality, depth and concentration.  
 

 

 
 



 

 

red 
Fleurie L'Alchimiste 2024, Anne-Sophie Dubois (Beaujolais/France) ORGANIC 28.99 
Anne-Sophie Dubois comes from the Champagne region, three hours north of Beaujolais. Her parents have 
three hectares in Sézanne, halfway between Epernay and Troyes. They had two kids, wanted to expand and 
bought eight hectares of vines in Fleurie, one of the ten Crus in the pretty, rolling hills of the Beaujolais. After 
internships in Volnay, Burgundy, and various Champagne producers around Sézanne, Anne-Sophie took over 
the small Fleurie domaine in 2007. She started producing two Fleurie cuvées: l’Alchimiste and Clepsydre. She 
has added the fun and vibrant Les Cocottes to her small, perfectly-formed range and renamed Clepsydre ‘Les 
Labourons’.  
All Anne-Sophie’s vines are in a single block on a high southwest-facing pink granite slope around her house 
and winery. L’Alchimiste is made from vines of 40 years-old or more. She has always farmed organically and 
uses many biodynamic techniques. Her only issue with biodynamism is her refusal to use copper (widely used 
in organic viticulture), which she says is toxic and can leech into the groundwater. Her winemaking style is 
very gentle and low-intervention to emphasise the fragrance and elegance of the Gamay grapes. Long 
maceration, wild yeasts, no new oak, no filtration or fining, no pumping – just gravity. She re-introduced whole 
bunch fermentation into her winemaking technique in 2015 which adds a savoury, dark adult note. Keywords 
for her wines: purity and finesse. Gamay at its most exquisite. 
 
Sancerre Rouge 2023, Didier Raimbault (Loire/France) SUSTAINABLE 29.99 
Sancerre and Pouilly-Fumé, at the eastern end of the Loire valley, are the neighbouring spiritual homes of 
Sauvignon Blanc. Sancerre is on the Left Bank of the river, Pouilly-sur-Loire on the Right. Both villages sit on 
a chalk formation that runs north through Chablis and Champagne up to the white cliffs of Dover and the North 
Downs in Surrey. Raimbaults have made wine here since the 1600s and today there are many Raimbaults dotted 
around the various wine-growing villages to the east of the town of Sancerre. Didier and Isabelle Raimbault are 
our favourites.  
So, Sancerre is famous for its white wine but did you know that there is a red Sancerre? And that it is 100% 
Pinot Noir? The Raimbault’s comes from old vines grown on iron-rich red stony soil. After a long cool 
maceration and a year in oak the result is vibrant, bright Pinot with a silky mouthfeel.  
 
Zinfandel Tip Top Vineyard 2018, Green & Red (Napa/California) ORGANIC 47.99 
We had hoped to be joined tonight by Tobin Heminway from Green & Red. Unfortunately she has had to 
postpone her trip. As a consolation, we are finishing the tasting with her top Zinfandel. 
Green & Red Vineyard, named for its red iron soils veined with green serpentine, is located in the steep hills 
on the east side of Napa Valley. Jay Heminway trained as a sculptor, studied in Italy as a sculptor, taught 
sculpture, had a gallery in San Francisco, became disenchanted, got divorced and in 1969 bought a run-down 
place in the Napa hills to get away from it all. 
The guy who came to install his septic tank told him “you’ve got some great geology here – you should plant 
some vines”. It wasn’t long before Jay was off to Bordeaux to do a season at Château Lascombes followed by 
a spell with NYC wine merchants Sherry Lehmann and Alexis Lichine. He planted the vines in 1972 and started 
selling his wines in 1977. We started importing them in 1998. 
These are our favourite organic Zinfandels. They are cooler, less heavy, coming as they do from high altitude 
vineyards, way above the fog line, up at 2,000ft in the case of Tip Top, where the soils are red and rocky. We 
are not the only ones to appreciate these wines – Alice Waters’ legendary West Coast restaurant ‘Chez Panisse’ 
House Zinfandel has always been Green & Red. 
There have been transitions in recent years. His daughter Tobin returned from her career in New York with her 
partner Ray Hannigan. Sadly, Jay died in 2019 but Green & Red continues under Tobin’s direction and with 
Aaron Whitlatch as winemaker. The wines are marvellous. 
 
LUNAR CALENDAR OBSERVERS – today is a Flower Day. 
 
Our next tasting will be at The Winery Maida Vale on Tuesday 16th June. 
 
Just arrived from Burgundy - Maurice Charleux, Jean-Noël Gaganard, Caroline Lestimé, JF Mugnier. 
Coming very soon – Rosé from Provence by Château Vannières, a selection of red Bordeaux, all sorts from 
Paladin in the Veneto, Franciacorta and Tuscany.  
 

Join us for our Monthly Tastings mailinglist@thewineryuk.com 
The Winery, 4 Clifton Road, London W9 The Winery, 797 Fulham Road SW6 5HD 

www.thewineryuk.com info@thewineryuk.com 

 
 
 


