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February Tasting Fulham 23.02.26
featuring Clemens Busch

Tonight we are excited to be joined by legendary biodynamic winemaker Clemens Busch - the man who,
almost 50 years ago, first showed that it was possible to make dry Riesling in the Mosel Valley.

sparkling

Spétburgunder ‘Blanc de Noir’ Brut Nature 2018, Clemens Busch 43.99
The river Mosel is set in a stunningly beautiful, steep-sided valley, that loops from Luxembourg through
Trier up to Koblenz where it joins the Rhine. The vineyards are punishingly steep, dangerous and time-
consuming to work. There’s a photograph of the Piindericher Marienburg covering the wall behind our
fridges at The Winery Fulham. While Clemens, his wife Rita and son Johannes’ vineyards are 99% planted
to Riesling, they do have a tiny amount of Spatburgunder (Pinot Noir) which they use to make this fabulous
dry Sekt.

white

vom grauen Schiefer Riesling trocken 2023, Clemens Busch magnums 64.99 29.99
When we first visited Clemens Busch in 2002, we were struck by his strong resemblance to Jesus. He =
certainly was an enormous influence on many of the New Wave German winemakers at the time —
something of a guru to his disciples. In the late 1970s, with the support of his wife Rita, he was the first to
show that, with meticulous work in the vineyards, 100% organic viticulture and very late picking, you can
make amazing dry Riesling on a river best known at that time for its sweeter styles. It’s hard not to be
impressed as you stand outside Clemens and Rita’s 17th Century timber-framed house on the riverside in
the village of Piinderich, looking up at the overwhelming wall of vines on the opposite bank. With three
different coloured slates: grey, red and blue, each with their own unique mineral flavour profile, it’s easy
to get geeky with their Rieslings. Grey slate is dominant in the valley and it’s where our Riesling journey
starts tonight with ‘vom grauen Schiefer’ (from the grey slate). Savoury, salty, ripe and packed with
minerals.

Nonnengarten Erste Lage Riesling trocken 2022, Clemens Busch magnums 79.99 36.99
The Nonnengarten (Nuns’ Garden) is the Erste Lage (/er Cru) vineyard below and to the right of the former
convent (the Marienburg) which crowns the slope opposite Clemens and Rita’s house. Red slate surfaces
in a few locations along the Mosel. The red comes from iron deposits in the slate that have oxidised and
often infuses Riesling with exotic, spicy notes. In the Nonnengarten it is less strident, more delicate:
expressive, ethereal, saline and with a touch of spice. Warm and relaxed in 2022.

Riesling ‘O’ - Orange 2023, Clemens Busch 38.99
These are from the same grapes, the same selection, as ‘vom grauen Schiefer’ (from the grey slate) but
handled differently. The grapes are fermented and left on their skins for 3 months, drawing out all the
colour and tannins before being pressed and aged on their lees (the yeast deposits) in an old oak barrel for
at least another 10 months. This style of white wine-making produces orange or orange-tinged wines (aka
skin contact) with an intriguing sense of tannin in the mouth - something you expect in red wines but not
in whites.

Clemens has always made biodynamic wines. Biodynamic? Biodynamism is organic viticulture taken to
the extreme, ruled by the lunar calendar - man, moon and earth in perfect harmony - a self-sustaining,
self-nourishing system. Its roots can be traced through Maria Thun back to Rudolf Steiner and much
further back to Hildegard of Bingen, the mystic nun and composer (1098-1179).

While Clemens’ Orange wine is biodynamic it can also be called Natural, with the long skin contact and
very low levels of sulphites.
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Marienburg Riesling Kabinett 2024, Clemens Busch 32.99
Clemens and Rita have always made exquisite wines across the spectrum from very dry to very sweet.
Before they started making dry wines in the late 1970s/early 1980s the Mosel was famous for its off-dry
and sweeter wines — wines that could age for decades. Kabinett is enjoying a resurgence. Many of the
younger growers are making fruity Kabinetts alongside their dry wines. “Kabi”, as they call it, is currently
a bit of a thing. It’s low in alcohol (7.5% ALC), easy to drink, an exhilarating balance of sweetness and
fresh acidity. That all makes it sound very straightforward but there are fancier, more complex Kabinetts,
such as this luxurious Marienburg. It’s sweet, clean, clear, laser-focused and complex.

Clemens has been talking about retiring for a decade. We even went to his party summer before last to
celebrate his retirement and the official handover to son Johannes who had already been working in the
family winery for a dozen years. What might retirement look like, Clemens? “I’ll still be here but working
for 60 hours a week instead of 80.”

red

Malbec 2024, Chiteau Bonnange (Bordeaux/France) 20.99
Bordeaux. November 2021. We had an appointment in Blaye (the westernmost appellation on Bordeaux’s
Right Bank) with Pascal Montaut of Chateau Les Jonqueyres. What he hadn’t told us before was that he
had just retired and sold his vineyards. “Come with me and meet the new owners,” he said. We drove to
Chateau Bonnange to taste his wines and then theirs. The short version is, we tasted without a price list
and were blown away by the quality of the Chateau Bonnange.

Tonight we are showing their latest Malbec, previously known as Cot (the old name for the grape in this
southwestern corner of France). Although rarely used, Malbec has always been one of the authorised
grapes in the Bordeaux blend. During our visit we learnt that, a century ago, at this western end of the
Right Bank, Malbec was used in equal thirds with Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot. Malbec is enjoying a
revival locally, to the point that Chateau Bonnange has two Malbec-only bottlings. This one is harvested
by hand and raised in Amphora. Intense, expressive violet fruit — powerful and high-toned.

Chateau La Fleur Poitou 2019 (Bordeaux/France) 19.99
Owned by the highly-regarded Pomerol estate Certan de May, Chateau La Fleur Poitou is from Lussac-
Saint-Emilion - one of the satellite appellations of Saint-Emilion, which shares similar geologies with its
more famous neighbor.

A blend of 60% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Franc and 10% Cabernet Sauvignon - the higher proportion of
Cabernet Franc balances the soft, supple Merlot with an extra sense of structure and purpose. Lush.

about us

What do you get when you visit our wine shops? Delicious hand-picked wines you can’t find anywhere
else in the UK. How come? We seek out and find smaller wine makers around Europe — France, Italy,
Spain and Germany (the largest range of German New Wave wines in the UK), complemented by a select
few from California. We bring them into the country ourselves, and house them in our 100 year-old shop
in Little Venice, and its ‘younger sister’ shop in Fulham, for you to discover.

Our next tasting, also at The Winery Fulham, will be on Monday 30™ March when we will be joined
by Francesca Mirabile and her family’s Dreolino Chianti bottlings from Rufina northeast of Florence.

Join us for our Monthly Tastings mailinglist@thewineryuk.com
The Winery, 4 Clifton Road, London W9 The Winery, 797 Fulham Road SW6 SHD
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